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European Promotion Award "Next Generation" goes to Finland: 

Awakening the fun of learning with the speaking robot Elias 
 

Finnish startup Curious Technologies wins European Promotion Award "Next 
Generation" for digital education with speaking robot Elias +++ Very close deci-
sion shows ingenuity of innovative companies +++ Presenter and actress Barbara 
Meier as patron +++ Finnish education system proves leadership in Europe 
 

Press release from the 19th of August 2021 
 
Innovations, a founding spirit and daring to try something new - that's what this 
year's competition for the European Promotion Award "Next Generation" is all 
about. The best start-ups and project initiatives for the digital classroom 4.0 were 
sought. 
 
From a total of 21 applications from all over Europe, the Finnish company "Curi-
ous Technologies" from Helsinki has prevailed with its speaking robot Elias and 
won the European Promotion Award "Next Generation" for digital education 
2021. The startup, founded by young women, has developed an interactive learn-
ing program with which students can playfully learn languages by holding conver-
sations with human-like robots - be they "real" or virtual on an app. This makes 
the system accessible to a wide audience, not only at school but also from home.  
 
Both teachers and schools were involved in the development, which was based 
on the very good Finnish education system, which regularly ranks among the best 
in Europe in the PISA comparative test. Thanks to the concept of "learning by 
speaking", the software is not only suitable for school children, but can also be 
used in adult education, pre-school age or for illiterates, because reading and writ-
ing skills are not a prerequisite, although they can be taught later. 
(www.eliasrobot.com) 
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The German company Binogi GmbH was also among the frontrunners in 2nd 
place. On the learning portal of the same name, educational content of the most 
important school subjects is explained simply by means of video (www.binogi.de). 
The other finalists included VIL GmbH from Langenfeld. The company developed 
virtual reality goggles with which students can go on a voyage of discovery 
through distant continents in the classroom, look back into past times and gain 
insights into organisms, and thus took 3rd place (www.vil.schule). And the Dres-
den-based startup Scoolio, in 4th place, also scored points with the jury with its 
app that simplifies the organization of everyday school life for teachers and stu-
dents alike (www.scoolio.de). 
 
Highly innovative companies: Spoilt for choice 
"We had an unbelievably large number of exciting applicants, and it wasn't easy 
for us to choose the winner," admits juror Stefanie Kreusel, member of the Su-
pervisory Board and Group Representative for Digital Education and Schools at 
Deutsche Telekom AG. In the end, she said, the robot's combination of "future-
proof technologies such as speech recognition and artificial intelligence with sci-
entifically based and playful language learning methods" tipped the scales in its 
favor. "It thus puts learners in real-life communication situations in a safe envi-
ronment, paving the way for successful workers of tomorrow."  
 
Patron Barbara Meier is also full of praise: "Language is the key to integration in 
our society and a springboard for tomorrow's talents." Thus, she says, language 
learning also promotes cultural and social coexistence in a globalized world. "It 
was important to me to award a project suitable for the masses, because even 
though the robot is quite expensive, it is also available in an app for various de-
vices." 
 
Dresden-based IT entrepreneur and juror Viola Klein was also "immediately en-
thusiastic" about the concept and particularly impressed by the "playful approach 
to language learning." "I am particularly pleased that we can award a company 
from Finland, from where we can still learn an enormous amount for education as 
a whole." 
 
Why a promotion award for digital education? 
The school closures caused by the pandemic, which lasted intermittently for an 
entire year, have sharpened our focus on the problems and challenges facing the 
European education system as a whole during the crisis. How can education in 
schools function even when not everyone can sit in the same classroom? While in 
some places schools do not even have a stable Internet connection and can only 
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distribute analog tasks, elsewhere there are already laptops, smart boards, vari-
ous computer-based learning concepts or cooperative learning platforms. Even if 
digital media cannot replace face-to-face teaching and social interaction, they are 
now regarded as indispensable tools for teaching the subject matter. Networked 
schools, virtual classrooms and digital concepts - all of these help to increase 
learning success and use limited teaching capacities more efficiently. For this rea-
son, the Europäisches Kulturforum e.V. was particularly keen this year to honor 
innovations in the field of digital education with the Promotion Award "Next Gen-
eration" 
 
With modern education to professional success 
Since 2019, the European Promotion Award “Next Generation” has been sup-
ported by the Austrian entrepreneur Klemens Hallmann: "As the owner of an in-
ternational holding company, I know how important good employee education is 
for the success of a company. We need to think today about the young profes-
sionals of the day after tomorrow. Therefore, it is natural to commit and invest in 
the education of the next generation." Hallmann said that diverse education has 
never been as important as it is today. "That's why, in 2021, we wanted to support 
innovation in digital learning with the European Promotion Award for digital learn-
ing visible as part of the European Culture Prize." 
 
All information about the winners and the three next-place winners can be 
found here: www.europaeischer-kulturpreis/foerderpreis/?lang=en. 
 

We thank our main partner and presenter HALLMANN HOLDING for supporting the cultural 
dialogue in Europe. 
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